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The year 2025 has been marked by profound challenges, particularly for poor and vulnerable
nations in Asia. The Philippines is among the countries that have endured a series of devastating
disasters—earthquakes, floods, typhoons, fires, and storm surges. In recent earthquakes alone,
more than 300 lives were lost, in addition to those claimed by flash floods and storm surges. Violent
seas and severely damaged mountain landscapes have contributed to these tragic losses.
Countless families have been left grieving the loss of children, parents, siblings, and loved ones.
Amid these tragedies, we have witnessed inspiring acts of compassion and service. Our deacons
and deaconesses have taken the lead in responding to these crises, reaching out to affected
communities through food distribution, volunteer work, and active participation in relief and
emergency operations. Their faithful service reflects the mission of Diakonia—standing with those
who suffer and offering hope in times of despair.

I had the opportunity to speak with several families who received assistance, and they shared these
words:
“Thank you for walking with us. God did not abandon us. The Lord was with us.”

These testimonies deeply moved me. They reveal a living hope rooted in God’s saving presence and
illuminated by the light of Jesus Christ.

Scripture reminds us in Genesis 2:15 that the Lord placed humanity in the Garden of Eden to till it
and to care for it. Caring for God’s creation is a sacred partnership with a faithful and loving Creator.
We are entrusted not only as stewards, but also as co-creators—called to nurture, protect, and
sustain life.

Furthermore, Micah 6:8 clearly teaches us what the Lord requires:
“To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.”

This call to justice extends beyond human relationships and includes our responsibility toward
creation itself.

As we face a new year filled with complex challenges, we are called to faithful obedience—to act
justly, to love compassionately, and to walk humbly in accordance with God’s will. We are called to
engage: to participate actively in the rehabilitation of damaged ecosystems and to support
initiatives that promote justice, sustainability, and life for all. Let justice flow not only for the
environment, but also within the lives of every person, so that all creation may once again flourish
for the sake of future generations.

Caring for creation and loving our neighbors are profound acts of worship. They are faithful
responses to God’s grace and a powerful witness to our shared calling as the people of God.

Prayer

Gracious and loving God,

Creator of all life and of the world that sustains us, we ask for forgiveness for the ways we have
neglected and harmed Your creation. Bless and unite us, that together we may restore what has
been broken and live once more in the abundance You intended for all.

This we pray, Lord. Amen.



